Strengthening Illinois ethics laws
Governor Blagojevich will use executive authority to enforce new ethics rules;

Improvements to HB824 will strengthen ethics laws for legislators
· Governor Blagojevich is announcing a sweeping ethics reform package that expands the General Assembly’s new campaign contribution restrictions, and imposes tough new ethics requirements for constitutional officers and legislators.
· House Bill 824, as passed by the General Assembly, would prohibit campaign contributions from businesses, their affiliates and affiliated persons, with state contracts totaling more than $50,000, to the state constitutional officer responsible for awarding the contracts, or any candidate for those offices.   
· The Governor has issued an Executive Order to implement House Bill 824 for agencies under the Governor, and will allow the General Assembly to vote on an improved ethics package without fear the underlying provisions would be eliminated.
Implement House Bill 824 by Executive Order
· Governor Blagojevich is issuing an Executive Order to enforce the campaign contribution provisions of House Bill 824 in all agencies under the Governor, effective January 1, 2009 (the same effective date as the bill).

· State procurement bidders must certify compliance with the Executive Order.

Improve House Bill 824 to tighten ethics laws and increase legislator disclosure
· Expands contributions ban:  Governor Blagojevich is using his constitutional authority to improve House Bill 824 by applying the campaign contribution restrictions contained in the bill to all constitutional officers, members of the General Assembly, candidates for office, and state parties.
· Requires legislators to affirmatively accept pay raises:  Unlike the current system, legislative pay raises would have to be passed by both houses in order to take effect.
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· Double-dippers:  Outside employment by legislators with any unit of state, county or municipal government would be prohibited (except teachers, school counselors, university instructors, police officers, firefighters and elected officials).

Disclosure:  Lawmakers and their spouses must disclose lobbying activity before boards, commissions, and units of local government.  Legislators would be required to disclose their client, who they lobbied, and their fees.
Governor Blagojevich’s record on ethics reform:

· The Governor passed the most comprehensive ethics reform package in Illinois history in 2003. That reform:

· Created an independent Inspector General. 

· Established an Ethics Hotline.

· Mandated ethics training for all State employees.

· Banned taxpayer-funded advertisements featuring constitutional officers or members of the General Assembly.  

· Kept state workers from leaving a government job and immediately accepting a job with companies that they regulated or helped award state contracts.

· In May 2005, the Governor proposed sweeping campaign finance reform, modeled after the federal McCain-Feingold Campaign Reform Act of 2002, that included:

· A ban on all contributions from corporations and unions.
· A limit on contributions from individuals of $2,000 per candidate per election.
· A limit on contributions from Political Action Committees (PACs) and state parties of $5,000 per candidate per election.
· In May 2005, the Governor also proposed new, thorough ethics reforms that would have:

· Required more disclosure from lobbyists and public officials regarding financial holdings and potential conflicts of interest.
· Required a one-year prohibition on all former legislators and state employees lobbying, instead of just for companies they regulated previously.
· Strengthened the Board of Elections’ enforcement powers.
· Restricted lobbying by public officials and state employees.
